
 
 

New Brighton City Council 
Work Session Agenda 

New Brighton City Hall | Council Chambers   
803 Old Hwy 8 NW, New Brighton , MN 55112    

5:00 PM   October 14, 2025    
Members of the City Council will attend the meeting in person unless eligible to attend remotely per 
MN Stat. 13D.02 
 
To participate in this meeting, members of the public may:  

• Attend the meeting in person. 

• Watch the meeting electronically. Tune into CTV Channel 8023 (CenturyLink) or Channel 16 
(Comcast). To observe the meeting as a livestream or a webcast, visit NBMN.info/View-A-
Meeting 

• Join the meeting electronically. Members of the public who need to interact 
with our public officials about agenda items, City Administration, and matters 
that are otherwise of public concern to the City Council but are unable to or 
not comfortable attending the meeting in person, may join the meeting 
electronically at: https://newbrightonmn.gov/zoom (no app needed), by 
scanning the QR Code on the right, or by using their Zoom app to join and 
entering: Meeting ID 898 6240 2361, Passcode 867530 

 

   
I. Interviews with Applicants for City Advisory Commissions 

 1. 5:00 pm Hikma Mohamed 

 2. 5:05 pm Kristin Johnson 

 3. 5:10 pm Brian Jackson  

 4. 5:20 pm Mark Lindley 

 5. 5:30 pm Nathan Marszalek 

 6. 5:35 pm Maeve Lavin 

 7. 5:40 pm Asmaa Hamimoune 

 8. 5:45 pm Sumaya Ali 

 9. 5:50 pm Kou Xiong 

 10. 5:55 pm AJ Millios 
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 11. 6:00 pm Hailey McCain 

 12. 6:05 pm Jiewen Zheng 

 13. 6:10 pm Irie Haig 

 14. 6:15 pm Appointment Discussion 
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Agenda Section: Interviews with Applicants 
for City Advisory 
Commissions 

Report Date: 10/09/2025 

Meeting Date: October 14, 2025 

 
REQUEST FOR COUNCIL CONSIDERATION – EXECUTIVE SUMMARY 
  
ITEM DESCRIPTION: 6:15 pm Appointment Discussion  

 
 
Action Requested: 

Public Hearing Motion 

Discussion Informational  

  

 
Form of Action: 

Resolution  Ordinance 

Contract/Agreement N/A or Other 

  

 
Votes Needed:  

3 Votes 4 Votes 

5 Votes N/A 

  
 
 
Summary 
Statement: 

Staff is looking for direction for filling mid-year commission openings. We 
plan to bring a resolution to the City Council on October 28th appointing 
members to commissions effective immediately.  

 
Recommendations: Direct staff to create a resolution appointing individuals to fill the 

following advisory commission openings:  
 
Economic Development Commission 
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• 1 adult commissioner with a term that expires 3/31/2026. Staff 
recommends that the City Council expand this appointment to 
include a standard 3-year term, so this person does not need to 
reapply in January. 

• 1 adult commissioner with a term that expires 3/31/2027. 
• 1 adult commissioner with a term that expires 3/31/2028. 
• 1 student commissioner with a term that expires 3/31/2026.  

 
Parks, Recreation, and Environmental Commission 

• 1 student commissioner with a term that expires 3/31/2026 

 
Planning Commission 

• 1 student commissioner with a term that expires 3/31/2026 

 
Public Safety Commission 

• 1 adult commissioner with a term that expires 3/31/2028 

  
 
Applicable 
Deadlines: 

NA - however, there is not an available meeting for discussion on this 
topic again until late November.  

 
Community Impact: Filling vacancies on the City’s advisory commissions will restore full 

membership to several commissions that have been operating below 
capacity since last spring. When commissions have vacancies, it can limit 
their ability to achieve quorum, distribute workloads equitably, and 
maintain a full range of perspectives during discussions. In addition, 
when student commissioner positions remain vacant, it reduces 
opportunities for youth participation and input in City decision-making.  
 
Appointing new members will strengthen the commissions’ 
effectiveness, ensure a broader representation of community voices, and 
enhance public engagement in civic processes. The applicant pool 
reflects a wide range of backgrounds and experiences, supporting the 
City’s commitment to inclusion and diverse community representation.  
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Legislative History: 
The City conducts its regular advisory commission recruitment period 
each winter to fill terms that expire on March 31. Commissioners serve 
staggered three-year terms, with approximately one-third of each 
commission appointed annually. Applications are accepted in January, 
interviews are conducted in February and March, and appointments are 
made in March for terms beginning April 1. If vacancies remain after the 
spring recruitment period, an additional recruitment may be conducted 
in the fall. 

During the 2025 spring recruitment cycle, three student commissioner 
positions remained unfilled due to a lack of applicants for the Economic 
Development Commission (EDC), Parks, Recreation, and Environmental 
Commission (PREC), and Planning Commission. Two adult commissioner 
positions also remained vacant, one on the EDC and one on the Public 
Safety Commission. 

In June 2025, an EDC commissioner resigned following a residential move 
that disqualified them from continued service. In October 2025, another 
EDC commissioner resigned due to personal circumstances. 

The next regular recruitment period will begin in January 2026 to fill 
terms expiring March 31, 2026. 

  
 
Strategic Priority: Financial Sustainability Staff Capabilities 

Economic Development Community Engagement & 
Belonging 

City Assets N/A 

  
 
Fiscal Impact: Financial Impact: Is there a financial 

consideration? 
No          Yes    $ 

 
Financing Sources: Budgeted Budget Modification 

New Revenue Use of Reserves Other 
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Attachments: 1. Commission Interview Questions_2025 

2. 2025 Commission Fall Openings_V1 

3. Redacted and Scanned Applicatons in Order of Interview 
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City of New Brighton 
Interview Questions for Commissioner Selection 

 
1. Please explain how both your personal and professional experiences will help you be an 

effective Commissioner, if appointed.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

2. What motivated you to apply to serve on a City Commission? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

3. How do you handle disagreements or different perspectives during group conversation? 
As a potential Commissioner, how do you envision interacting with your neighbors and 
others in the community to share City information and to learn about their interests?  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

4. What do you see as some of the biggest opportunities and challenges facing the City of 
New Brighton and how do you hope to address those serving on the commission you 
applied for?  
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2025 Fall Openings / Applicants 

* Applied for multiple commissions             ** Current commissioner 
Strike through = Did not reapply or resigned       Red Font = Eliminating this position to align membership 

 
Economic Development Commission 
(Meets 1st Wednesday of every month at 7:30am) 
 
 
Openings 

• _______________________________ (2026**) 
(Left vacant spring 2025) 
 

• _______________________________ (2027) 
(Vacated October 2025) 
 

• _______________________________ (2028) 
(Vacated June 2025) 
 

• _______________________________ (2026) 
(Student – left vacant spring 2025)  
 
 

 
Current Commissioners 

• Vice-Chair Victoria Prasek (term expires March 31, 2027) 
• Paul Zisla (term expires March 31, 2026) 
• Merhawi Yigzaw (term expires March 31, 2027) 
• Jonathan Dummer (term expires March 31, 2028) 
• Bruce Howard (term expires March 31, 2028) 
• Vacant Position (term expires March 31, 2026) 
• Vacant Position (term expires March 31, 2027) 
• Vacant Position (term expires March 31, 2028) 
• Vacant Student Position (term expires March 31, 2026) 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Interested Applicants: 

Kristin Johnson – A 

(Applied for Planning but 
said in a phone call she is 
flexible and open to other 
commissions)  

Robert Brian Jackson – A 

(Applied for Planning but 
might open to other 
commissions) 

 Nathan Marszalek – S * 

Asmaa Hamimoune – S * 

Kou Xiong - S 

Jiewen Zheng – S * 

Irie Haig – S* 
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* Applied for multiple commissions              
 

Equity Commission 
(Meets 3rd Thursday of every month at 6:30pm) 
 
Openings - NONE 
 
 
 
 
 
Current Commissioners 
 

• Chair Kami Miller (term expires March 31, 2027) 
• Vice-Chair Cathy Forbes (term expires March 31, 2028) 
• Carlos Herrera (term expires March 31, 2026) 
• Ellen Weber (term expires March 31, 2026) 
• Sophie Jung (term expires March 31, 2026) 
• Michael Postle (term expires March 31, 2027) 
• Melissa Spiess (term expires March 31, 2027) 
• Kisten Thompson (term expires March 31, 2028) 
• Liz Erstad-Hicks (term expires March 31, 2028) 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Interested Applicants: 

Mark Lindley – A * 

Hailey McCain – S * 

Jiewen Zheng – S * 

Irie Haig – S* 
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* Applied for multiple commissions              
 

 
 
Parks, Recreation and Environmental Commission 
(Meets first Wednesday of every month at 6:30pm) 
 
Openings 
 

• _______________________________ (2026) 
(Student – left vacant spring 2025) 

 
Current Commissioners 
 

• Chair Julia O'Rourke (term expires March 31, 2027) 
• Vice Chair Abe McEathron (term expires March 31, 2028) 
• Pauline Alfors (term expires March 31, 2026) 
• Gary Bank (term expires March 31, 2026) 
• Kristin Hicks (term expires March 31, 2026) 
• Becky Slabiak (term expires March 31, 2027) 
• Sebastián Fallas (term expires March 31, 2027) 
• Laura Sokol-Kraft (term expires March 31, 2027) 
• Vacant Student Position (term expires March 31, 2026) 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Interested Applicants: 

Nathan Marszalek – S * 

Asmaa Hamimoune – S * 

AJ Millios - S 

Jiewen Zheng – S * 

Irie Haig – S* 
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* Applied for multiple commissions              
 

Planning Commission (Statutory Responsibilities) 
 (Meets third Tuesday of every month at 6:30pm)  
 
Openings 

 
• _______________________________ (2026) 

(Student – left vacant spring 2025) 
 

 
Current Commissioners 
 

• Chair Tim McQuillan (term expires March 31, 2027) 
• Vice-Chair Eric Nelsen (term expires March 31, 2026) 
• Karen Collins (term expires March 31, 2027) 
• Ian Pirner (term expires March 31, 2028) 
• Andre Kuiper (term expires March 31, 2028) 
• Abby Bryant (term expires March 31, 2028) 
• Vacant Student Position (term expires March 31, 2026) 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Interested Applicants: 

Hukma Mohamed – S 

Kristin Johnson – A * 

Robert Brian Jackson – A 

Mark Lindley – A * 

Maeve Lavin – S 

Asmaa Hamimoune – S * 

Sumaya Ali – S 

AJ Millios – S 

Hailey McCain – S * 

Jiewen Zheng – S * 

* 
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* Applied for multiple commissions              
 

Public Safety Commission 
(Meets 2nd Monday of every month at 6:30pm) 
 
Openings 

 
• _______________________________ (2028) 

(Left vacant spring 2025) 
 

• _______________________________ (2026) 
(Student – left vacant spring 2025) 

 
 
 

Current Commissioners 
 

• Chair Mark Jansen (term expires March 31, 2027) 

• Vice-Chair Kevin Dostal Dauer (term expires 3/31/26) 

• Liza Allen (term expires March 31, 2026) 

• Kena Abdissa (term expires March 31, 2026) 

• Tom Harkins (term expires March 31, 2027) 

• Roberto Valdizan (term expires March 31, 2027) 

• Adam Stout (term expires March 31, 2028) 

• Duncan Potter (term expires March 31, 2028) 

• Vacant Position (term expires March 31, 2028) 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Interested Applicants: 

Mark Lindley – A * 
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* Applied for multiple commissions

2025 Commission Openings 

Summary: 
3 Adult candidates for 4 Adult Positions 
10 Student candidates for 3 Student Positions 

Applicants (in interview order) 

o Hikma Mohamed (S - Planning)
o Kristin Johnson (A – Planning, EDC)
o Robert Brian Jackson (A – Planning)
o Mark Lindley (A – Planning, Public Safety, Equity)
o Nathan Marszalek (S – EDC, PREC)
o Maeve Lavin (S- Planning)
o Asmaa Hamimoune (S – EDC, PREC, Planning)
o Sumaya Ali (S – Planning)
o Kou Xiong (S – EDC)
o AJ Millios (S – PREC, Planning)
o Hailey McCain (S – Equity, Planning)
o Jiewen Zheng (S – EDC, Equity, PREC, Planning)
o Irie Haig (EDC, Equity, PREC)

Openings 

o Planning Commission – 1 Student
o PREC – 1 Student
o Public Safety – 1 Adult, 1 Student
o Equity – None
o EDC – 3 Adult, 1 Student
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